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Lacombe County councillors agreed to withdraw their appeal of a joint agreement between
the Town of Sylvan Lake and Red Deer County relative to the town’s future growth.
However, Lacombe County is going to monitor the town’s review of its Municipal Development
Plan to make sure some of its other concerns are addressed.
Councillors were told, last Thursday, that Reeve Ken Wigmore and county commissioner
Terry Hager met with the mayors and chief administrative officers of Red Deer County and
the town in late November and agreed it would be preferable to resolve the issues without
going into formal mediation.
As a result of that meeting, the town and Red Deer County agreed to amend three policies of
their Intermunicipal Development Plan (IDP) dealing with dedication of municipal and
environmental reserves and water and wastewater connections to regional or municipal
services.
The town and county proceeded with the necessary first reading and set public hearings.
Lacombe County councillors agreed the action agreed to was underway and passed a motion
to withdraw the appeal to the Municipal Government Board subject to the town and Red Deer
County adopting the amendments.
Sylvan Lake councillors passed second and third reading of their bylaw adopting the
amendments at their Jan. 9 meeting. The following day, Red Deer County councillors
unanimously passed second and third reading of their bylaw.
Dale Freitag, Lacombe County’s manager of planning services, told councillors there was no
reference in the changes to density of development in the area along the lakeshore. One of
the county’s concerns is that it would be filled up completely, leaving little area for public
access to the lake.
He indicated the county will monitor progress on the town’s MDP to see what it includes as
far as those two issues. “Sylvan Lake has a lot of direct control districts that do not allow for
appeal so if they don’t put it in the highest level of their documents it can’t be challenged,”
Freitag said.
A written report by Hager stated there is very little land within the IDP and outside the
boundaries of the town that is immediately adjacent to the lake. The IDP also provides for a
significant area in the northwest corner as being a natural area. “Given the IDP does not
focus on the existing lands within the Town of Sylvan Lake boundaries and that the Town of
Sylvan Lake is currently conducting a review of their MDP, there was agreement to defer this
item and see how it will be addressed in the MDP. If it is not adequately addressed in the
MDP, Lacombe County would have the right to appeal the bylaw adopting the plan at that
time.”
Tim Timmons, Lacombe County’s manager of corporate services, said the county “was
appealing because we feel they were not developing their documents to the same level as
we are doing ours.” He was referring to what Lacombe County considers are higher
standards in its Sylvan Lake Area Structure Plan.


