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A comprehensive guide on recreational amenities that developers will be required to provide
when creating multi-lot subdivisions in Lacombe County, around the north end of Sylvan
Lake, was unanimously approved by county councillors Mar. 8.
Creating more access to the lake for people from throughout the region is one of the goals of
the plan.
Sylvan Lake Parks, Recreation and Open Space Plan (PROSP) builds on policies in the
county’s Municipal Development Plan and the Sylvan Lake Area Structure Plan (ASP). It is
meant to provide guidance to developers and staff on amenity provision to ensure community
needs are met. It’s also been developed to provide a coordinated approach to amenity
provision and prevent duplication as new subdivisions are proposed.
The county received considerable feedback from the public and adjacent municipalities, said
planner Anita O’Driscoll.
“The plan was well received and the public were in favour of its objectives,” said O’Driscoll in
her written report to council. 
“Feedback received generally related to the management of the environment around Sylvan
Lake and the protection of lake quality.” Since the plan was developed solely to address
amenities required in subdivisions, much of the comment on protection of the environment
was outside the scope of the plan.
O’Driscoll noted that the plan is to build upon policies adopted in the ASP “which addresses
environmental protection issues and has in place policies to protect the existing natural
features of the lake, such as the forested areas”.
The Town of Sylvan Lake supported the plan but encouraged identification and coordination
of school sites. In response the plan has included a policy which states the county will
provide a school site or sites if the need arises.
The plan uses a management and classification approach to determine what types of
amenities are required in different areas.
“The types of amenities that developers will be required to provide are classified in two tiers
and listed within the plan. Developers may choose from this list based on a first-come, first-
serve basis in consultation with the county and the county may require more than one
amenity be provided on particular lands.”
The first tier encompasses land within half a mile of the lake and the second tier lands
outside that half mile band.
Tier 1 amenities include beach, marina, boat launch, regional park, water park, nature
park/reserve, boardwalks, change houses for swimming areas, lake lookout points, upscale
picnic areas with cooking facilities, multi-purpose sports area, mini-golf/pitch and putt,
outdoor exercise park, informal ice rink, pavilion, spray park, playground equipment and light
aquatic craft launch.
“The amenities listed in the fist tier are high-end lake based amenities … which are intended
to serve the larger community and provide public access to the lake,” said O’Driscoll’s report.
In Tier 2 the list includes baseball diamond, basketball court, soccer pitch, volleyball court,
badminton court, local park and playground equipment, picnic and day use areas, regional or
local dog park, tennis court, toboggan run, skateboard and BMX park, informal ice rink and
outdoor exercise park.
Tier 2 amenities, due to their location further back from the lake will be smaller more
localized amenities.
As well, developers will be required to pay their proportionate cost for development of
regional amenities such as community halls, indoor recreation facilities and regional rinks.
The plan also augments the existing policy for trails in the Sylvan Lake ASP. It requires
developers to “ensure connectivity of the trails by taking into account any existing informal
trails, surrounding existing or proposed developments and their trail design, adjacent
municipalities’ reserves or trail systems and the topography of the site. It further requires
developers to take into account passive policing and lot line delineation in their design as well
as to ensure that the trail system caters to numerous user groups.”
Due to inadequate public and stakeholder input, the exact location of the regional trail hasn’t
been identified in the plan. This will be further identified as development occurs, said
O’Driscoll. The regional trail will be required to be paved, she said. Local trails, however, can
be different, gravel paths, boardwalks, something to make the trail interesting.
The plan also addresses what’s to be done with the 40 per cent open space required from
developers. It allows developers to dedicate their open space to the county as municipal
reserve or provides direction on how to manage the open space portion of their development.
“If not dedicated, then developers will be required to establish a designated authority which is
solely responsible for the management of open space lands such as the ongoing
maintenance of weeds, fire, drainage, and the restriction of all encroachments.”



Councillor Keith Stephenson asked if the open space might still be farmed. O’Driscoll replied
there’s no restriction on farming however she wasn’t sure how realistic that would be. 
“This poses a huge management problem for the municipality,” said Councillor Rod
McDermand, who was connected to the meeting by telephone from Hawaii.
“That’s a tremendous amount of area to just sit. We have the issues of fire, trespassing, I
think those are big issues.”
Councillor Cliff Soper expressed the same concern. “A lot of land could be turned over to the
county. I assume we’d follow-up, try to create partnerships with people who might want to
use the land for agricultural purposes.”
Dale Freitag, manager of planning services, said their intention would be “to try and make
sure we’re working with the community. It’s no different that what we’re doing now,
community associations are looking after land.”
Under the ASP, said Freitag, the county made the decision it was going to protect
environmentally sensitive land so they would maintain tree cover. He added they heard the
public say they didn’t want large scale development so this was the compromise.
“We created this because we think it’s right to provide green space in environmentally
sensitive areas.” 
“I think realistically we have to be prepared in the future that we’re going to be looking after
that land,” said Councillor Brenda Knight. 
County Commissioner Terry Hager agreed. He said the county’s operations department is
already working on an open spaces policy.
“The reasoning I recall was there was a fair amount of pressure for there to be open space.
There were two possibilities. Either creating open space in each development or go around
the lake and pick and choose which areas are available for development. Council didn’t want
to do that.”


