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Partners:
Town of Sylvan Lake
Lacombe County 
Red Deer County
Alberta Environment and Water
Alberta Sustainable Resource Development

Summer Village of Birchcliff
Summer Village of Half Moon Bay
Summer Village of Jarvis Bay
Summer Village of Norglenwold
Summer Village of Sunbreaker Cove
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The key responsibility of the Sylvan Lake Management Committee is to assist 
municipalities in providing a coordinated approach to the implementation of the 
Sylvan Lake Management Plan (SLMP) and ensure the lake remains a healthy and 
treasured asset in the future.

The Sylvan Lake 
Management Committee

Vision: 
Sylvan Lake and its watershed are a healthy, treasured resource where a 
responsible, collaborative planning approach achieves a balance between 
development, nature, and recreation. 

The Problem
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The Problem
In the past few years an increasing number of ice fishing huts have
been abandoned on Sylvan Lake. Debris including wood, gasoline,
furniture, plastic and metal ends up settling to the bottom of the lake
or floating to the surface after the ice has melted. This unwanted
debris causes boating and swimming hazards, washes up on
shorelines as garbage, and causes detrimental contamination to fish
and waterfowl habitat. The end result is pollution to the lake and
environmental concerns from those fishermen who do not respect
the lake or the sport.

In 2011, 25 ice shacks were left on Sylvan Lake, resulting in
environmental and public safety risks.

April 2011 – Ice fishing huts pulled off the ice
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Our Solution

A four step approach to solving the abandoned ice hut problem:

1. Education
2. Voluntary Ice Hut Registration
3. Removal
4. Resolution

Partnerships

Sylvan Lake Management Plan Committee
RCMP – Sylvan Lake Detachment
Alberta Environment and Water
Alberta Sustainable Resource Development
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In conjunction with the local RCMP, a voluntary registration process
was developed. Fishermen were encouraged to register their huts
and were assigned a 3 digit number that was permanently visible
on the structure. The RCMP would use that registration
information to contact owners if the ice hut was vandalized while
left unattended or to contact owners at the close of the season if
the ice hut was still on the lake.

Ice Fishing Hut Registration

• Owner is to place the number on 2 sides of 
the hut however they choose;

• Program is a voluntary registration system;

• One time registration number;

•All information provided is collected by the 
RCMP for future use if any break‐ins occur 
or for contact if the hut is still on the ice 
after the season closes;

•Register at the RCMP station or the Town of 
Sylvan Lake Office.

Registration Program
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Education

A brochure was developed around the theme “TAKE IT OFF”, as
a compliment to the respect our lakes program that Alberta
Environment currently runs. The brochures are available at each
location that sells fishing licenses in Sylvan Lake, as well as the
Town Office and RCMP station.
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Media Coverage:

• CBC radio (english and french)
• Red Deer Advocate
• Bob Scammell, Outdoor writer, Red Deer Advocate
• Sylvan Lake News
• CTV news – Calgary
• CBC TV ‐ Calgary

Education

Red Deer Advocate News Article
• Bob Scammell, Outdoor writer
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Respect Our Lakes Program – Alberta Environment

Current promotion being done by Alberta Environment, happening all
across Alberta. Respect Our Lakes poster being placed on some huts
on Alberta Lakes.

Ice Hut Visits
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• February 11 & 12, 2012, from 1‐4pm

• Michael Lee (RCMP) Susan Samson
(Sylvan Lake), and Beverly Anderson
(Summer Village of Norglenwold)

Ice Hut Visits

As part of the education process, ice hut visits were conducted to
speak to fishermen face to face to let them know about the
program.

• 91 huts visited;

• 11 fishermen signed
registration forms;

Ice Hut Visits

• Brochures were left
empty huts;

• 1 took the information to
review and hand in later;

• Everyone was very
supportive of the program.
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A removal committee was formed consisting of RCMP, AEW, SRD,
Town of Sylvan Lake and the County of Lacombe. Ice huts left on
Sylvan Lake after the close of the ice fishing season were to be
removed under the authority of the Environmental Protection Act.

Removal

Removal
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On April 2nd, 2012 Alberta Environment and Water, along with
officials from the Town of Sylvan Lake and the Summer Village of
Norglenwold, ventured onto the ice to remove the 5 ice huts that
were left. The huts were transported to the nearest access point
where they remained for a week grace period before being hauled
away by either the Town of Sylvan Lake or Lacombe County and
disposed of. None of the 5 huts were registered in the program.

Removal

The Town of Sylvan Lake is putting forward a resolution to the Alberta
Urban Municipalities Association to ask the Provincial Government to
bring in legislation to require mandatory registration of ice fishing huts.
The County of Lacombe will bring forward a similar resolution through
its rural association (AAMDC), as will the Summer Villages to the
Association of Summer Villages of Alberta (ASVA). A resolution on the
issue is also coming forward from the Red Deer Fish and Game
Association.

The ideal goal will be for the province to regulate the mandatory
licensing of ice fishing huts on Alberta’s lakes, as this problem is not
unique to Sylvan Lake.

Next Steps ‐ Resolution
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Whereas an increasing number of fisherman engage in ice fishing on these lakes due to Alberta’s rapid 
population growth and  the popularity of the sport has resulted in the placement of a record number of ice 
fishing shelters or huts on our lakes; and

Whereas many of these ice huts are left after the end of the seasons despite current legislation that 
requires their removal; and 

Whereas these abandoned huts result in number of negative consequences including pollutants in our 
lakes, hazards for other lake users such as boaters and swimmers, unsightly debris on our lakeshores, and 
risks for those who are left with the task of removing these abandoned huts,

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED THAT the Alberta Urban Municipalities Association urge the 
Government of Alberta to provide increased education and enforcement with regard to responsible ice 
fishing including the introduction of a registration program for ice fishing huts to assist in the their timely 
removal from Alberta lakes.

Whereas Alberta’s lakes are a valuable natural resource for all Albertans that must be used in a 
sustainable manner to ensure the long‐term benefits are preserved for future generations; and

Whereas the wide variety of recreational uses on these lakes creates environmental challenges 
and results in potentially conflicting uses that need to be managed: and  

Resolution

Summary

For the first year of operation the Take It Off program was considered
to be a success by the Sylvan Lake Management Committee and
supporting partners. There were a total of 14 registered fishing huts
with welcomed support from the majority of all fishermen who were
talked to on Sylvan Lake. At the close of the fishing season only 5 ice
huts remained, which was down considerably from 2011, which saw
25 huts still on the ice after the end of the ice fishing season.

The Sylvan Lake Management Committee along with all the
supporting project partners, are hoping to see the project continue
into the 2012/2013 season and for the province to seriously consider
the resolution submitted, in order to put provincial legislation behind
this endeavor for the health of all Alberta Lakes.
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