
Plan to establish
cumulative effects

system for lake
supported

By STEVE DILLS
SYLVAN LAKE NEWS

A document outlining the draft outcomes and objectives for a Cumulative Effects
Management System (CEMS) for Sylvan Lake was endorsed by Lacombe County councillors
at their meeting last Thursday.
They proposed two changes to the document to clarify points of concern.
Alberta Environment developed the system and is prepared to use it as a pilot project on
Sylvan Lake. Its purpose is “to help participating municipalities align their policies with the
(provincial) Land Stewardship Act by having shared policies, plans and outcomes in order to
allow for a holistic understanding of the ecological footprint around Sylvan Lake,” according to
information provided to councillors.
The work would be carried out under the auspices of Sylvan Lake Management Committee
which includes each of seven municipalities around the lake as well as government and
stakeholder groups as non-voting members (Red Deer County no longer participates on the
committee.)
Dale Freitag, the county’s manager of planning services, said the intent of the system is to
make sure they don’t fully stop development but that they take into consideration proper
policies so they don’t harm the lake.
The outcomes of the report are collaborative planning, environmentally healthy watershed and
lake, and planned diverse recreation.
“The outcomes and objectives have been well thought out and should allow development to
proceed while taking into consideration the needs of the Sylvan Lake watershed,” stated the
report prepared for councillors by county commissioner Terry Hager.
One of the county’s concerns was with the long-term objective under the collaborative
planning heading. The document indicated the objective should be to “achieve collaboration
of all stakeholders in planning recommendations and decisions that affect the Sylvan Lake
Watershed area.” Freitag said the county was concerned some may interpret this to mean the
approval of all stakeholders may be required before a plan or development is approved. By
adding the word “other” in front of decisions, he said they believe each municipality would still
have autonomy over decisions on specific developments in their jurisdiction yet the group
could work collaboratively in establishing and abiding by the same policies. The second area
of concern for the county was in the financial implications section of the document. They
approved adding a sentence to clarify that spending of additional funds must be approved by
each participating municipality prior to the committee moving forward.
Work on the project is to be done over three phases. The initial phase has begun with
development of a vision and mission.
The second phase gets down to the nitty gritty, said Freitag. It includes selection of indicators
that should be studied and what information will be most relevant for providing a clear picture
of the lake’s health. During this phase, the public will be consulted about what indicators
should be studied.
The third phase will involve development of management and implementation plans for
watershed stakeholders. Councillor Cliff Soper remarked on the amount of time — “decades it
seems” — that they’ve been trying to get to this stage. “I think this is long overdue, we’re
reaching a point where maybe we’ll be able to agree on certain things.”
Councillor Rod McDermand wasn’t so sure. “Alberta Environment loves to come out with
different things for us to fund. It would be more equitable if they put money into it.” He added
while they don’t have a vote at the committee table they make an impression, “an impression
that doesn’t have cost implications.” 
He was concerned that once the CEMS project is started, Alberta Environment may request
further studies.
“We’re very aware of the costs put onto municipalities from provincial government agencies,”
replied Freitag. 
“We’re funding the management committee, which is funding this study. We and the other
committee members will continue to push that they contribute funding.” Alberta Environment
does contribute significantly, indicated Councillor Keith Stephenson. They “did come up with
this plan, are providing staff, are doing a survey of the outlet creek, have been testing the
water at Sylvan Lake for years,” he said.




