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Plans for a 49 lot clustered style residential subdivision immediately north and east of
Birchcliff have cleared another step towards development.
Lacombe County councillors endorsed the concept plan, authorized signing of a development
agreement and passed third reading of a bylaw rezoning the 19.63 hectare (48.51 acre)
parcel of land, at their meeting Apr. 12.
The project known as The Slopes is being developed by Belterra Land Company. It will
comprise 33 single family homes on lots varying in size from 0.14 hectares (0.35 acres) to
0.3 hectares (0.75 acres) and 16 semi-detached villas on lots of 0.06 hectares (0.15 acres) in
size as well as a comprehensive trail system around a constructed wetland and a sport court
with parking.
“The concept plan provides for a clustered housing form which has a relatively small
development footprint, taking into consideration the site’s natural characteristics such as the
slope of the property and maximizing and integrating environmental features on the site,” said
a report to council from the county’s planner Anita O’Driscoll. “The Slopes concept plan
provides a 47.5 per cent Municipal Reserve dedication” which staff considers meets the intent
of county policies “to ensure that a substantial area of the development lands are retained in
their natural state, thus reducing the impact of development, preserving agricultural land, and
protecting the environment.”
The developer has provided additional land to accommodate upgrading the intersection of
Birchcliff Road and Range Road 1-4.
After approving the rezoning, councillors also dealt with a subdivision application for the
property. 
It was unanimously approved by councillors with 26 conditions attached. The project will be
serviced by a communal water distribution system and a communal wastewater collection
system connected to the regional sewer system.
Construction on the project is expected to begin this year.


