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reducing lake water level 
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Hot windy days are needed to reduce the level of Sylvan Lake, according to an Alberta 
Environment official. 
David Helmer, regional approvals manager, authorizations, Alberta Environment, told 
Lacombe County councillors at their meeting last Thursday that the lake level is naturally 
high and the natural outlet is draining water. 
“We have looked at the outlet and drainage pathways from the outlet to the traffic circle,” he 
said. At that point one of the twin 1200 mm. culverts at the approach just off Highway 20 
going south is about 70 per cent plugged. “We’ve asked Alberta Transportation to clean out 
the culvert. I’m not sure if they have done that or the timing to do it,” Helmer said. 
He added, “there’s water at the tail end of a culvert and the water elevation is very high. That 
suggests something is keeping it high. We have to look at it further.” 
Asked by councillor Keith Stephenson if he thought silt in the outlet creek was causing the 
lake level to rise, Helmer said, “Not significantly, no.” He added he’s been told someone from 
the town used to go in and clean it out by hand. “Personally I don’t think that would make any 
difference. It’s something the Sylvan Lake Management Committee could consider in the 
cumulative effects approach. Maybe they should look at it.” But he maintained the lake level 
is on a natural cycle. “Even if you clean it out it wouldn’t affect the level.” 
“What’s going to draw the lake down is hot windy days,” Helmer concluded. 
Beverly Anderson, chair of the Sylvan Lake Management Committee and deputy Mayor of 
Norglenwold, said residents around the lake are “getting a lot of slumping, property damage 
at least in the Summer Village of Norglenwold. People are losing walkways, buildings are 
falling into the lake.” 
Later in their meeting, Lacombe County councillors authorized several of their members to 
attend the Red Deer River Watershed Alliance’s Sylvan Lake shoreline beneficial 
management practices two hour tour on the Zoo Cruise Aug. 18. 

 

 


