
Restricting motor boat use, expanding lower 
speed zone proposed 

by Steve Dills 
Sylvan Lake News 

Creating a non-motorized boat zone along Sylvan Lake’s beach and extending the 10 km/hr zone are among 
action items being discussed by Sylvan Lake Management Plan committee. 
Through visioning sessions earlier this year, committee members developed four topics they thought they could 
accomplish in the near future. 
Under the heading public safety, Myron Thompson, the town’s assistant chief administrative officer, talked about 
boating restriction regulations. 
“There had been some discussion regarding creation of a non-motorized boat zone extending out into the lake 
from a location near the waterslides east to a point near 40th Street (within the provincial park),” he wrote in his 
report on the meeting for Sylvan Lake councillors. “This would create a safer area for passive non-motorized boat 
enjoyment.”  
He indicated the application process through Transport Canada is very comprehensive and could take about a 
year. “It requires the application to be made by a municipality who must demonstrate a need, identify all 
stakeholders and ensure that a consultation process has been undertaken with these stakeholders.” 
A similar matter was raised which includes expansion of the current 10/30 rule around the lakeshore. (The 10 
means 10km/hr speed within 30 metres of shore). “Through a similar application process the SLMC can have this 
changed to 100 metres.”  
Thompson told councillors that larger boats, more horsepower and the increase in jet propulsion “have brought 
about further environmental concerns, especially in the identified sensitive areas”. 
Because of the work involved, the management plan committee will investigate hiring a part-time person for the 
summer to assist in the work. 
On other issues from the plan committee meeting, Thompson reported Lacombe County is taking the lead role in 
the water quality issue preparing literature to be dispersed on Best Management Practices for the watershed. 
He said they hope to have the information at the Enviro Expo the town is planning for June 5, in support of World 
Environment Day and Environment Week. The information would also be distributed through member 
municipalities. 
Committee chair Beverly Anderson was also tasked with writing to Tourism, Parks and Recreation minister Cindy 
Ady about the possibility of establishing a location in Jarvis Bay Provincial Park for lake access.  

Page 1 of 1Sylvan Lake News – Story 2

3/30/2009http://www.sylvanlakenews.com/headlines/story_2.html


