
Regional government only way  
to protect lake: councillor

by Steve Dills 
Sylvan Lake News 

Creating a regional government to control what happens around Sylvan Lake is the only way the lake’s health can 
be protected, according to a Sylvan Lake councillor.  
Ken MacVicar waded into the issue Monday night after listening to a report from the last Sylvan Lake 
Management Plan committee meeting and reading about Lacombe County’s reaction to the idea of the committee 
hiring an intermunicipal development officer. 
“Absolutely there’s only one way the whole issue of the lake can be dealt with. That’s if like-minded people 
around the lake decide, as a group, to develop a regional government and take the area around the lake.” 
If that were established then other issues like wastewater and water could more easily be solved. MacVicar agreed 
the issue becomes turf. 
“I would wholeheartedly support it, would move away from this table tomorrow if we could have regional 
government,” he continued. “If we’re really serious about doing this for the lake it needs to be a regional 
government, it’s the only way.” 
He referred to other communities, particularly in Ontario, which have gotten together to save a resource. “It can, 
in fact, work. It takes people who have the goal of maintaining this resource. The initiative has to be on the part of 
municipalities. Red Deer County has come to us and said they want no part of the lake.” 
MacVicar admitted there will be issues as there are with every change. 
Councillor Richard Backs said Lacombe County councillors have been approached about the idea in the past and 
“very clearly the message on the table is they’re not interested”. He admitted they’re working on joint initiatives 
with communities around the lake. 
“In terms of a joint initiative, I’m talking about the ultimate joint initiative,” responded MacVicar. “I agree it will 
be a hard slog but maybe it’s time we tried to slog again.” 
He indicated there’s an announcement coming from the provincial government in the next few days dealing with 
smaller municipalities so this might be the time to try again. 
“It should be the goal to band together to protect the lake,” said councillor Lynda Sills Fiedler. “I don’t understand 
why it’s so hard … There should be a common voice for the lake.” 
Helen Dietz, the town’s chief administrative officer (CAO) told councillors the Sylvan Lake Management Plan 
started out as an Intermunicipal Development Plan but the communities involved couldn’t agree so it became a 
management plan. A similar situation happened with the Sylvan Lake access plan when the partners couldn’t 
agree with the final report so Draft #3 was adopted. 
The plan to “hire an inter-municipal staff person to act in a development officer/bylaw role” arose from a 
visioning session conducted by Sylvan Lake Management Plan committee last month. Roles would include 
reviewing land use bylaws, reviewing related provincial and federal legislation and recommending changes to 
engage uniformity among all municipalities; enforcing development regulations on a joint basis and acting as a 
shoreline lake guardian. 
The committee is comprised of elected officials from each of the eight municipalities around the lake as well as 
provincial and federal government representatives. 
Myron Thompson, the town’s assistant chief administrative officer, reported to councillors that at the last meeting 
of the plan committee discussion focused on the position becoming an advisory role. That could include reviewing 
Land Use Bylaws and related federal and provincial legislation and recommending changes to achieve uniformity 
as it relates to shoreline development. “This person would have a large role in public education and awareness and 
be a point of contact for matters relating to shoreline development,” his written report stated. “Further research 
will be carried out and reported back to the group at the June 3rd meeting.” 
But councillor Judy Payne, the town’s representative on the plan committee, (who wasn’t able to attend the last 
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meeting) questioned if an adviser position would do any good. “When we originally looked at it it was a 
development officer. We’ve got to give this guy some teeth.” 
Then she lamented, “we’re an advisory body who really do nothing,” a thought she’s expressed numerous times in 
the past.  
Lacombe County councillor Keith Stephenson told the committee his council did not support hiring a person to 
deal with development issues. 
Thompson reported because of that, the municipalities around the table seemed to be fairly receptive to a person in 
an advisory role. 
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