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From insurance plans made especially 

for farmers to 24/7 claims service, 

protect your life’s work with the right 

coverage for your farming operation. 

Call us today!

Discover the many reasons to choose 
The Co-operators as your farm insurer.

The Co-operators - 

Harbour Insurance Group

Bay A5-5043 50A St

Sylvan Lake, AB  T4S 1R1

brian_boschee@cooperators.ca

Phone (403) 887-5775

Fax (403) 887-5736
www.cooperators.ca

4640 - 44 Street
(one block west of the firehall)

403-887-4240

Call now for an appointment

Dr. Marv Mattson
& Dr. Andrew Hodges

         Sylvan Lake 
Veterinary Clinic

HOURS:  Mon. to Fri: 8:30 a.m. to 5 p.m. • Wednesdays: 8:30 a.m. to 7 p.m. • Surgery Drop Off: T, W, Th  8 a.m.

“The Clinic That Cares” 

SPRING IS COMING AND AS THE 

SNOW MELTS, VIRUSES THAT LIE 

DORMANT WILL SOON BE EXPOSED!   

It’s time to vaccinate against 

PARO VIRUS.

PREVENTION IS THE 

BEST MEDICINE! 

Contact us to update your 

vaccinations.

Fashions
De Moda’sDe Moda’s

NOW OPEN

NEW ARRIVALS & LOTS 
MORE IN STORE!

Marina Merchants Mall
403-8872972

Hours:

Wed., Thurs., & Fri.  Noon - 5:00 
pm   Sat.  11:00 am - 4:00 pm
Closed Sun., Mon., & Tues.

We Carry

& More!

Town moving ahead...
Continued from Page 1

“I don’t want to 
remove trees just to build 
a big litter box,” said 
Councillor Rick 
Grimson.

Councillor Laverne 
Asselstine agreed that 
rejecting the area above 
the break wall was a good 
idea. Of the other area, he 
said, “I know lots of 
moms and children use 
that area to access the 
lake without problem. 
Sand there would clean it 
up. Anything to improve 
the area that’s popular 
with moms and tots.”

“I agree with place-
ment of the sand,” echoed 
Councillor Sean 
McIntyre. “I would love 
to see the beach back to 
its former glory but I 
don’t want to remove 
trees.”

He was also con-
cerned about what would 
happen to the area when 
it’s opened as a route to 
the lake in the winter. 
McIntyre suggested the 
town look at a type of rig 
matting or else consider 
scraping the sand off in 
the fall and replacing it 
the following spring. 

“Access to the lake in 
winter is crucial,” said 
Councillor Dale Plante. 
“We have to find a way to 
make this successful in 
both seasons.” He added, 
“I see a much bigger pic-
ture, a much bigger beach 
across the retaining wall.”

The area beside the 
water has been tilled by 
the town during mainte-
nance work but it’s more 
clay than sand currently. 
Lebsack proposed cover-
ing it with 8-10 inches of 
sand at a cost of about 
$18,000.

The town had budget-

ted $25,000 and hoped 
the province would kick 
in some money. But 
Lebsack said there will be 
nothing coming from the 
province.

During council’s 
meeting Feb. 25, Lebsack 
also presented a report 
on the potential for 
dredging sand from the 
lake to create a beach on 
the lake side of the sea 
wall.

That’s a no go, accord-
ing to his report.

Town staff made a 
written request to Alberta 
Tourism, Parks & 
Recreation - Parks 
Division requesting its 
position if the town sub-
mitted a formal applica-
tion.

“From an environ-
mental perspective, the 
dredging of sand from 

the lakebed would not be 
approved,” replied Grant 
Santo, Operations 
Manager - East Central 
Region. “Although this 
type of activity occurred 
in the late seventies and 
early eighties it is no lon-
ger an approved activity 
for this type of project. 

“The introduction of 
sand to create or enhance 
beachfront can increase 
sediment loading into the 
waterbody and potential-
ly impact habitat for fish 
and other aquatic species. 
Introduction of material 
from an outside source is 
generally not approved 
within provincial parks 
as it may impact the nat-
ural environment by 
introducing weeds, inva-
sive plant species and/or 
deleterious substances to 
the area.”

He added, “we have a 

recent example of a simi-

lar failed project in 2004 

when a local business 

imported approximately 

12 truck loads of sand 

along the shoreline of 

Sylvan Lake Provincial 

Park, albeit, without any 

authorization. 

The sand that was 

imported to create a 

beach lasted less than two 

years. Rising lake water 

level, combined with nor-

mal high wind and wave 

activity removed all the 

imported sand. 

A contributing factor 

to this was the sea wall 

that the waves rebounded 

against, subsequently 

pushing sand back into 

the lake.”

Decision on closure of Range Road 21 boat launch deferred 
by Stuart Fullarton

Sylvan Lake News

A decision on the 
closure of Range Road 
21 to boat launch activ-
ity has been deferred by 
Red Deer County.

Residents of the 
Summer Village of Half 
Moon Bay and elected 
officials crowded into 
Red Deer County 
council chambers on 
Tuesday to voice their 
stances on the issue.

The road, which 
leads directly into 
Sylvan Lake, has been 
used as an informal 
boat launch for many 
years.

Its lack of facilities, 

however, as well as fre-
quent reports of its 
misuse and abuse, 
prompted Red Deer 
County council in 
January to give first 
reading to a bylaw 
which proposes the 
closure of the road 
where it meets the lake.

“We are stewards of 
the lake, it’s our job to 
look after it,” said 
Sylvan Lake Mayor 
Susan Samson, speak-
ing in opposition to the 
proposed bylaw.

“The road being 
open provides an access 
point for not just the 
people that live in the 
area, but for travellers 
to the area.”

Samson pointed out 
that in 2003 a lake 
access study was car-
ried out and endorsed 
by municipalities sur-
rounding Sylvan Lake. 
Range Road 21, she 
said, was identified by 
the study as a lake 
access point that should 
remain open until fur-
ther lake access options 
become available.

“When you close 
(Range Road 21), the 
problems that you have 
there just get pushed 
onto other sites.”

Lacombe County 
Reeve Ken Wigmore 
echoed Samson’s com-
ments, and said: “The 
closure of this access 

point to vehicular traf-
fic will undoubtedly 
compound the ongoing 
issue of limited public 
access to Sylvan Lake.

“We would ask that 
you consider other 
actions to address the 
misuse and abuse issues 
rather than the outright 
closure of the road to 
vehicular traffic.”

Ted Hiscock, Mayor 
of the Summer Village 
of Half Moon Bay, 
described appalling 
conditions found at the 
site after it’s been used 
by boaters and voiced 
his support for its clo-
sure. 

“The bylaw is not 
related to the closure of 

Range Road 21 and 
access to the lake,” he 
said. “It’s restricting the 
access for large vessels, 
party boats, and groups 
of people that generally 
go to the lake to have a 
good time and leave 
their garbage behind.”

Hiscock added that 
the width of the road 
does not allow ade-
quate turning space for 
vehicles hauling a boat.

Jon Johnston, a 
longtime resident of 
Half Moon Bay, was 
one of several Half 
Moon Bay residents 
who spoke in favour of 
the bylaw.

“The key point is 
that Range Road 21 
isn’t a boat launch,” he 
said. “Having a road 
that ends in the lake 
doesn’t make it a boat 
launch.”

Another resident 
who lives near the site 
expressed his concern 

with the dangers the 
area presents, due to 
the high volume of 
vehicles and boats that 
occupy it in the sum-
mer.

One Sylvan Lake 
resident and landowner 
offered to enter into 
discussions with Red 
Deer County regarding 
the sale of land near the 

contentious site. On the 

land, he said, parking, 

washrooms and picnic 

areas could be built.

Red Deer County 

councillors, at the end 

of the public hearing, 

moved to defer a deci-

sion on the fate of the 

bylaw pending further 

discussions.

Wrong location for 

historic picture
by Steve Dills

Sylvan Lake News

The Sylvan’s 100th picture in last week’s paper 
contained incorrect location, according to an 
email we received from Pat Ammeter.

The address you gave was the location of the 
CNR. The CPR was near Cottonwood on the 
green space, she wrote.

“We used to deliver hogs to the same location 
in the early 1960s.
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