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18 June 2013 

 

Honourable Ric Mclver  

Minister of Transportation 

Government of Alberta 

425 Legislature Building 10800-97 Avenue NW 

Edmonton, Alberta 

T5K 2B6 

 

Dear Minister McIver: 

 

The purpose of this letter is to draw your attention to a matter that is of concern to the Sylvan Lake 

Watershed Stewardship Society (SLWSS) and the 400 members that our organization represents. 

 

The County of Red Deer has submitted a proposal to you about modifying the access to Sylvan Lake 

at the location where Range Road 21 intersects the shoreline. At that point the road is used as an 

informal, unimproved boat launch. Alternatives for that site were explored at the Red Deer County 

public hearing on the subject. 

 

Since that public hearing was concluded the threat posed to Sylvan Lake by invasive species, 

particularly zebra or quagga mussels, that can be carried by water craft transported from contaminated 

water bodies, has become better defined. Experts in Alberta Environment and Sustainable Resource 

Development have reported on a 2012 case in which a Sylvan Lake-bound boat was intercepted at the 

Idaho-BC border. The threat is real and not theoretical. 

 

Evidence from elsewhere in North America shows that the consequence of contamination of Sylvan 

Lake by mussels would be catastrophic, for the both the recreational environment and for property 

valuations. 

 

Continued lake access by rural roads such as RR21 that function as lake access points without 

provision for inspection for invasive species or for decontamination of water craft, poses a risk that 

should be taken into account in your decisions on both traditional uses of roads and upgrading of 

onshore infrastructure.  

 

The SLWSS plans to monitor this issue closely and I would be pleased to contribute additional 

information on the subject if you require it. 

 

Thank you for your consideration of this matter, 

 
Graeme Strathdee 

President 
 


