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President’s Report 

 
1. Living by Water Project 2013 

Directors Steven Johnson, Kim Schmitt and past director Brian Saby recruited 35 more 
residents for the Home Assessment program. After Year 4 we now have enrolled 67 
property owners. The Nature Alberta team of Dana Stromberg and Keltie Tether worked 
with owners on initial and follow-up check-ups.  Participants received the SLWSS ‘Kent 
Willliamson’ yard sign that recognizes their commitment to a healthy watershed. The 
SLWSS donated $4000 to support the Nature Alberta team’s Living by Water assessments 
at Sylvan Lake.  The 2013 report is posted on our SLWSS News website. 
 

2. Watershed Willy 2013 
The third annual WW event was organized by close friends and family of the late Kent 
Williamson at Blissful Beach. Participants were generous again in their contribution of 
funds for use in our programs. 

 
3. Outreach Projects 

We hosted another beachfront outreach session at the Beach Ambassador hut together 
with teams from the Alberta Water Quality Association, Alberta Environment and the Red 
Deer Watershed Alliance to increase awareness of the need for responsible care of our 
watershed. The SLWSS also presented a display at the EcoLoco fair in September 2013. 
 

4. Sylvan Lake Management Committee 
The SLWSS represented members’ interests on the Sylvan Lake Management Committee as 
non-voting observer and as expert contributors to a municipal councillors’ workshop. We 
ensure that issues that are important to our 400+ SLWSS members are presented to the 
watershed’s intermunicipal organization.  
 

5. Cumulative Effects Management System (CEMS) Project 
The SLWSS plays a key role on the SLMC Technical Advisory Team (TAT) that develops the 
joint SLMC and Alberta Environment-SRD Cumulative Effects Management System pilot 
project to ensure the long term health of the Sylvan Lake watershed. Phase 1 of the SLMC 
project delivered an interim report to municipal councils and at a workshop convened in 
Sylvan Lake. The value of ongoing involvement with the TAT is under review by the SLWSS 
president and the board. 
  

6. The SLWSS is the Authority on the Watershed 
Two SLWSS websites http://SLWSS.org and http://sylvanlakewatershed.wordpress.com/ 
are sources of news, information and intelligence on all aspects of and threats to the 
watershed environment the natural capital, and to the surrounding community. 
Monitoring and reporting on the water balance and water quality are our lake priorities. 
 

7. Sylvan Lake Watershed Rulebook  
Contraventions under Canadian federal laws and Offenses and Penalties under Alberta 
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provincial laws have been compiled for reference by municipal governments and 
enforcement agencies. 
 

8. The SLWSS Intervened on the Proposed Closure of Red Deer County Range Road 21 
The SLWSS presented a statement at the RR21 Red Deer County public hearing that 
recommended retaining the unimproved lake access if our SLWSS list of conditions were 
met to ensure public health and safety. 
 

9. Invasive Species 
Directors Schmitt and Strathdee are now certified Zebra and Quagga Mussel inspectors 
after attending a training course presented by Alberta Environment and Sustainable 
Resource Development. Signs have been posted at boat launches. In addition, a SLWSS 
letter sent to the Minister of Transportation emphasized the threat of invasive species 
contamination at Sylvan Lake caused by unsupervised boat launches. 
 

10. Quiet Enjoyment Initiative 
Past SLWSS chairman Kent Lyle leads a diligent subcommittee of members from all 
watershed municipalities that has compiled data on sources of noise within the watershed 
in all seasons. The QEI team is working towards writing a watershed community standard 
bylaw to control noise that affects the enjoyment of Sylvan Lake by residents and guests. 
 

11. Northwest Creek Contamination 
A Lacombe County property owner has provided the SLWSS with photographic evidence of 
NW Creek contamination with manure deposited by cattle watering in the stream. The 
case was presented to LC through the councillor responsible for the area. No action has yet 
been taken by the county as no municipal bylaw tools exist to control agricultural waste. 
The SLWSS has inspected and sampled NW Creek as a follow-up to the intensive 2006-07 
tributary nutrient loading project led by the late Kent Williamson. 
 

12. The SLWSS Management Team 
Your organization is directed, managed and administered by a dedicated team that fits 
volunteer duties into busy schedules. The SLWSS maintains its financial health by the 
member subscriptions and contributions from benefactors who believe in the cause of 
protecting Sylvan Lake. 
 

13. Sylvan Lake Nutrient Balance 
On the technology front, several computer models are being evaluated as tools for 
consolidation and analysis of tributary flows and lake composition in cooperation with the 
ESRD limnologist responsible for Sylvan Lake. 
 

14. SLWSS Bylaw Review 
Recommended changes to the SLWSS bylaws are proposed for approval at the 2013 AGM. 
 

15. Our Friends 
We acknowledge the assistance of the many friends of Sylvan Lake who continue to 
provide generous financial support to the SLWSS and to renew membership in the Society. 
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