
Draft agreement between town, county steers future growth 
north of Hwy. 11 

by Carson Papke 
Sylvan Lake News 

Sylvan Lake’s boundaries are set to grow again, according to a draft Intermunicipal Development Agreement between the town and Red Deer County. 
The plan will be the subject of an open house and public review Sept. 23 from 4:30 to 8:30 p.m. at École Fox Run School’s Fine Arts Room. 
Tim Schmidt, the town’s director of planning and development, told councillors at their meeting, Aug. 23, they haven’t planned a presentation but there will 
be numerous stations around the room and “substantial staff on hand” to answer questions.  
The comprehensive document “recognizes and accommodates the growth aspirations of the town to occur in an orderly and efficient manner”. 
A map highlights urban expansion areas which are outlined as ‘short term annexation’ and ‘future town boundary’. 
“Areas identified as short term annexation will form part of an annexation application to be submitted within three years of the adoption of this plan,” it 
states. 
Those areas include approximately four quarter sections of land just west of 60th Street from the quarter adjacent to Fox Run (immediately south of 
Township Road 385) north to the boundary of the Summer Village of Norglenwold. This land is all proposed for residential use. On the east end of town, the 
quarter section southeast of the intersection of 47th Avenue and Highway 20 would be included and is planned for commercial and residential uses. Then 
slightly more than four quarter sections of land on both sides of Highway 11A from Range Road 11 west to the current town boundary and south of the C. N. 
Rail line are included for industrial development. 
A policy in the draft plan also states “the natural area in the northwest portion of the plan boundary and the lands in the northeast portion of the plan 
boundary, fronting the lakeshore, shall be considered within any short term annexation proposed by the town to ensure continuity of administration of 
lakeshore environmental policies, by reducing the number of municipalities surrounding the lake.” 
These lands, in the northwest are east of Range Road 21 (east of Half Moon Bay) and include Camp Kasota which is owned by the United Church of Canada 
and the Gullon property. On the northeast the land includes Jarvis Bay Provincial Park and several lots between the summer villages of Jarvis Bay and 
Birchcliff, south of Township Road 382.  
Effectively, if these northwest and northeast lands are included and approved in an annexation, Red Deer County would no longer control development on 
any land abutting the lake. 
The ‘future town boundary’ provided “lands that would accommodate a future population of approximately 80,000 to 90,000. Expansion of the Town of 
Sylvan Lake to take in all of the lands shown in the ‘future town boundary’ is expected to take many years.” 
The document notes both municipalities will protect “lands identified for long term urban expansion and annexation from land uses and developments that 
might interfere or conflict with future urbanization”. 
It also states, “the town shall not pursue annexation of any land it cannot economically and reasonably service through a logical extension of municipal 
sanitary sewer and water systems”. 
The plan doesn’t, however, preclude residential subdivisions in the ‘future town boundary’ area providing they meet a set of stringent infrastructure 
guidelines similar to residential subdivisions in town. 
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The complete 32 page document and map is supposed to be on the town’s website no later than Sept. 7 to give people a chance to review it prior to the public 
meeting. 
A potential joint development area is identified for one mile south of Highway 11 between the proposed extension of Highway 20 to Highway 781 on the 
east and the quarter sections west of and bordering Range Road 15.  
The goal of this area is to “encourage a shared vision that provides the basis for future discussions on joint development by the town and county of selected 
areas that may be of mutual benefit and interest.” Its objectives and policy directions provide “broad parameters for reaching agreement on how to 
implement joint development initiatives”. 
Besides spelling out the area to be protected for future town expansion, the plan includes goals, objectives and policy directions under headings such as 
growth management, economic development and fiscal health, potential joint development area, land uses (rural policy area - agriculture, residential uses, 
commercial and industrial uses, public and institutional uses, major green space, parks and trails, Sylvan Lake, recreation and community services), 
transportation, utility services, plan implementation and administration, communication and referral process, issue identification and dispute resolution, 
urban expansion and annexation, area structure plans, and implementation. 
The goal under the Sylvan Lake heading in the land use section states, “to ensure Sylvan Lake is protected as a regional recreational feature as well as for its 
intrinsic and functional value while providing opportunities for open space and recreational uses.” Objectives under this goal are: “to minimize the impact of 
development on the lake; to protect environmentally significant areas of the lake; to ensure that existing public access to the lake is maintained and 
enhanced; and to protect the shoreline and riparian areas of the lake.” 
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