
Fishing from pier, in marinas closed  
until July 1 under new regulations 

by Steve Dills 
Sylvan Lake News 

Changes to regulations for fishing on Sylvan Lake have resulted in the area from the pier to 
Norglenwold being closed during spawning season. 
That means there is no fishing allowed from the end of the pier, in the marina or in Marina Bay, until 
July 1. 
Technically the closed area is the “portion of the lake southwest of a line drawn from the northeastern 
most tip of the landfill pier in Sylvan Lake Provincial Park located at NE 33-38-1-W5M due 
northwest to the point on the shoreline where the boundary between the Town of Sylvan Lake and the 
Summer Village of Norglenwold meet the lake located at NE32-38-1-W5M, including all tributary 
streams.”  
This is the first year of what will become an annual closure, said Vance Buchwald, a fisheries 
biologist with Fish and Wildlife at Alberta Sustainable Resource Development. 
The department has introduced walleye into the lake a number of times in the past decade with good 
results. But people have been catching a large number of the fish in the marinas during spawning 
season. They’ve also had enforcement issues. Walleye is a catch and release species, but he said not 
all anglers are using barbless hooks and there’s been some retention of walleye.  
To help the walleye become a self generating natural population, they’ve decided to close the area. 
Typically by the first of July most of the walleye have left the marina and pier areas. “This is a 
chance to let them redistribute before people start to harass them too much,” Buchwald said. 
Naturally Sylvan Lake doesn’t have a lot of species, he said. The only sport fish that are native are 
pike and burbot. Over the years a number of other species have been introduced. 
Walleye was first introduced into the lake in 1926, he said. Then in the early 1960s the government 
again stocked the lake but the population still had some problems. It again stocked the lake in 1998, 
2000, 2006, 2007 and 2008.  
Rainbow, lake and brown trout were introduced in the 1940s but nothing came of that stocking 
because while it’s a nice lake it’s not really a trout lake. Yellow perch were also stocked in the 1940s. 
And white fish were moved from Pigeon Lake to Sylvan in 1989.  
The rest of the lake is open for fishing from May 21st to Oct. 31st and from Dec. 11 to Mar. 31, 
according to the 2010 Alberta Guide to Sportfishing Regulations. The lake is closed from Apr. 1 to 
May 20 and from Nov. 1 to Dec. 10. 
The limit for pike is three over 63 cm in length, for perch and lake whitefish it’s five and for burbot 
the limit is three. 
Sylvan Creek and Cygnet Lake are completely closed to fishing. 
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