
Councillor wants county’s autonomy on 
development decisions clearly stated 

by Steve Dills 
Sylvan Lake News  

Lacombe County needs to clearly clarify its autonomy to make development decisions around Sylvan 
Lake, according to councillor Rod McDermand. 
“The message we have to take is we don’t want people to interfere in our development plans, full 
stop,” he said during debate on a request from the Sylvan Lake Management Plan committee 
(SLMPC) to become involved in development of a Watershed Management Plan. 
He was reiterating a comment by county commissioner Terry Hager who said, “based on what I 
understand council is not prepared to give up development authority around Sylvan Lake”. 
Hager also cautioned council that the consultant working on the county’s Sylvan Lake Area Structure 
Plan “expressed some concerns” about the committee’s plan. “While he supports management of lake 
water quality, the Watershed Management Plan may be more to delay our plans to create a plan. I 
think we need to say we’re not going to delay our plan because they’re doing a Watershed 
Management Plan.” 
Debate, last Thursday, centred around a letter from SLMPC chair Judy Payne which said the 
committee recommended that a sub-committee “be tasked with reviewing all matters relating to 
existing lake studies and determine and make recommendations to the committee regarding the 
methods and processes necessary in the completion of a watershed management plan.” The sub-
committee is proposed to consist of planners from member municipalities as well as representatives 
from Sylvan Lake Watershed Stewardship Society and Alberta Environment. 
The letter included a quote which stated, in part, “A Watershed Management Plan is a key tool to 
integrate land-uses that have an impact on water, and its objectives in turn can be included in other 
regional and local land-use and natural resource planning initiatives such as municipal development 
plans, area structure plans, species at risk recovery plans, and others.” 
Reeve Terry Engen said he didn’t have an issue with a staff planner being involved but again 
questioned financially supporting creation of a watershed plan. 
Beverly Anderson, with Red Deer Watershed Alliance, said a lot of work has already been done, 
Engen reminded councillors. “I thought we were going to hear back what work has been done, what 
documents are sitting around somewhere.” 
Councillor Keith Stephenson, the county’s member on the SLMPC, said he thought discussion on the 
request was going to take place at the committee’s meeting in March. 
“The feeling I get is this committee wants to have more power,” he added.  
Earlier he stated, “I’m not so sure how Sylvan Lake Management Plan committee runs, there are no 
rules, regulations.” 
That’s also been a concern of Payne who said in her letter, “Sylvan Lake Management Plan 
Committee faces some challenges as we have no legislative power, limited access to funds and little 
consensus on some major issues.”.  
In the end, councillors directed administration to write a letter asking for a clear request from the 
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committee. 
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