
County to proceed alone on West Sylvan Lake plan - Feb 24, 2009 

Steve Dills 
Sylvan Lake News 
 
After several years of waiting for Red Deer County’s participation, Lacombe County has decided to pay the full cost and create an area structure plan for it
portion of the west side of Sylvan Lake. 
Work on the West Sylvan Lake Area Structure Plan (ASP) was initiated between the two counties in 2005 and a draft completed
Red Deer County awaited the outcome of the town’s Growth Strategy. 
“Red Deer County advised it no longer wishes to proceed as a joint venture,” Dale Freitag, Lacombe County’s long range planner, told councillors,
“It’s not a top priority for them and it’s unlikely it will be on their priority list in the near future.” 
Councillors authorized staff to retain a consultant and continue with development of the plan. The county’s cost will rise to $50,000 from $25,000 to
shortfall left by Red Deer County opting out. 
Terms of reference, approved by councillors in January were also changed. One of the changes includes a workshop with council where the consultant can review
different plan strategies before presenting anything to the public. 
Freitag said the Sylvan Lake Management Plan, 2000 update, allows for residential opportunities one mile back from the lake
council wants to do and proceed with an ASP and be more prescriptive.” 
Part of the consultant’s role will be to take all the information done in the past and compile it and do some conceptual designs being more
allowed “so everybody knows what’s expected for these lands”. 
“We want to make sure council is comfortable with moving ahead,” he said. “Make sure council is on side with a more prescriptive
Reeve Terry Engen asked, “If we wait will the day ever come where Red Deer County will be interested?” Freitag replied that it
do with the actual area,” he said noting Red Deer County only has a small area bordering Sylvan Lake. “The original intent was to have common goals, common
policies for this side of the lake,” he said. 
“It’s a great idea,” said councillor Keith Stephenson, who favoured moving ahead. “At least down the line people will know what
County commissioner Terry Hager told councillors, “If you’re collectively not prepared to be prescriptive there’s very little value in
Generally speaking we have to know what densities and where they’re going to go.” 
“We start to set land values by being very prescriptive,” said councillor Linda Landmark. But she agreed, “The public will tell us whether they like this
Development of the plan is an opportunity for the county to “lay down our vision for the area, how we see the area being developed,
of planning services. “Where there’s higher density, how much higher density, road improvements, public access. In fairness to the community they want to
what the plan is, how are things going to unfold. Right now we don’t know, we’re reacting to applications.” 
After discussion, councillors unanimously voted in favour of proceeding with the plan. 
Once the ASP is done for the west side of Sylvan Lake, the county plans to do a similar plan for the east side of the lake.
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