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Lacombe County not 
willing to abdicate 
development 
authority  

by Steve Dills 
Sylvan Lake News 

A proposal to standardize development regulations and approvals around 
Sylvan Lake has been dismissed by Lacombe County. 
Councillors unanimously approved a motion indicating they don’t support 
hiring an inter-municipal staff person to act in a development officer/bylaw 
role, at their meeting last Thursday. 
The proposal emerged from the Sylvan Lake Management Plan committee 
which held two facilitated meetings earlier this year to establish concrete 
action plans that could be implemented in the near future. 
The committee involves elected and administration officials from all the 
municipalities around the lake. It’s been expanded recently to include 
government and watershed representatives. 
During the last meeting, Feb. 4, three action themes were discussed with a 
number of steps identified to achieve the results.  
Under the theme Develop Regulations, hiring of an inter-municipal staff 
person was proposed to act in a development officer/bylaw role. The person 
would be responsible for reviewing land use bylaws for all municipalities, 
reviewing related provincial and federal legislation and recommending 
change to engage conformity among all municipalities. The person would 
also be responsible to enforce development regulations on a joint basis and 
become a shoreline lake guardian. 
“We’re not going down that trail,” said reeve Terry Engen. “My recollection 
is we’ve made it very clear we’re not going to negotiate our rights to any 
land around there. I see this as a slippery slope and I’m very concerned if this 
is a direction this group wants to go. We’re not going to go there.” 
“I agree with Terry’s comments,” added councillor Cliff Soper. “I’m not sure 
where this will be going, passing our responsibility to someone else?” 
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Councillor Rod McDermand said, “I’m really concerned we’re adding 
another legislative body. We don’t even own the lake so why are we going 
there. We have to be careful. This is not a statutory plan, it’s a management 
plan. When you do development it’s within your purview.” 
Adding his comments, councillor Bill Knight said even at Buffalo Lake 
where there is a statutory plan “we don’t have a common person so why 
would we look at it there?” 
Allan Williams, the county’s manager of planning services, said the 
committee has a clear mandate in terms of the management plan. It’s to 
oversee implementation of the plan, that it’s working, having the desired 
affects. But overall it just has recommendation power. 
He also encouraged councillors to look at the “noble objectives” of some of 
the committee’s work including addressing lake access. 
“It would be a positive move if we could harmonize standards around the 
lake, not lower ours but have other municipalities rise to our standards or 
higher,” he said. 
McDermand replied, “we’re supportive of more access by our own actions. 
We’re supportive of a regional sewer system by our own actions.” 
The motion passed by councillors also stated they’re not in favour of 
conducting another boat capacity study on Sylvan Lake. 
“My concern is every time we get a report back from this committee they 
want to study boat capacity,” Engen said. An Alberta Environment study was 
done and “the capacity of Sylvan Lake could be seven times what it is. Those 
people don’t like that number,” he said.  
The county’s representative on the committee, councillor Keith Stephenson, 
was directed to take their concerns back to the committee at it’s next meeting 
which was held Wednesday (after press time). 
The other two action themes discussed were public safety/public access and 
water quality. 
Under safety and access the main steps were to expand the 10kph area on the 
south end of the lake, and install buoys banning motorized boats in other 
sensitive areas and adjacent to summer villages. The other step indicated a 
need to discuss access issues. 
The water quality theme called for no new pollution and a reduction in 
current pollution sources.  
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