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Stating Lacombe County’s proposals don’t go far enough to protect the health of Sylvan 
Lake, mayor Susan Samson is pressing for a collective approach to controlling 
development around the lake. 
Samson made her initial plea for an Intermunicipal Development Plan to Lacombe 
County at the public open house on the county’s proposed Sylvan Lake Area Structure 
Plan, Saturday. (Related story on page 15) 
Then, after councillors reviewed and approved her written request at Monday night’s 
meeting, she forwarded a letter to Lacombe County reeve Terry Engen officially asking 
the county to participate with the other seven municipalities. 
At the same time, Samson sent a letter to the five summer villages and Red Deer County 
requesting they join in the process. 
The purpose of the IDP, wrote Samson, would be to identify future land uses and their 
cumulative effects on the lake as well as identify protection and conservation measures to 
protect the lake. 
In the hierarchy of statutory plans, an Intermunicipal Development Plan takes precedence 
over other municipal statutory plans and documents, therefore all municipal statutory 
plans must be in alignment with the policies set forth in an IDP. 
“The tools identifying future growth will be found in the Land Use Framework (LUF) 
and the Alberta Land Stewardship Act but the Red Deer Region, including Sylvan Lake, 
will not be developing their plan until 2013 or later,” Samson wrote. “In the meantime, 
Lacombe County has presented growth plans that identify significant increases in the 
population and residential developments located within the watershed. The risks and 
unknown cumulative effects of these proposals are of great concern to all existing 
communities and their future sustainability. 
“Lacombe County’s current Area Structure Plan does identify some measures that 
address certain risks to lake health but does not go far enough,” Samson stated. 
“Collectively we need to wait for the results of the Red Deer Regional LUF plan or in 
light of the timing of the LUF, enter into an IDP before any further plans or statutory 
documents are adopted by any of our municipalities.” 
Samson further stated, “any negative changes to the health of our lake will cost us all in 
terms of economics and could be irreversible. As stewards of this lake resource for all 
Albertans we believe the risks associated with the county’s development plans are greater 



than we are prepared to accept.” 
Samson pointed to other areas where the municipalities are working together, such as the 
wastewater commission and said, “We need to take more steps together.” 
und the lake currently participate in the Sylvan Lake Management Plan committee. The 
management plan was adopted in 1986 and updated in 2000. At the time of the update, 
the municipalities were working towards an Intermunicipal Development Plan but at the 
last minute it became another management plan without the same statutory authority. 
In a separate letter to the five summer villages and Red Deer County, Samson said, “We 
all must recognize that further development on the shores of Sylvan Lake is inevitable but 
that it must be done in the most orderly way possible with the least amount of negative 
impact on the lake itself.” 
She added, “Other factors that must be addressed are the source of domestic water supply 
and what, if any, impact this may have in the aquifer.” 
The Town of Sylvan Lake is currently negotiating an Intermunicipal Development Plan 
with Red Deer County to address development of land mainly within it’s Growth 
Strategy which was adopted in September 2008. 
A map of the IDP study area, dated September 2009, shows its western boundary at 
Range Road 21 (Lacombe County boundary north of Highway 11A); Township Road 382 
on the south; Range Road 11 on the east with a jog one quarter further east north of 
Township Road 384. The northern boundary is indicated as Township Road 391 between 
the quarter immediately east of Range Road 11 and Range Road 12 and then the 
Lacombe County boundary (Twp. Rd 39-2) from Range Road 12 to the lake. 
Lacombe County is currently working on Intermunicipal Development Plans with 
municipalities which surround the other two lakes in the county — Gull Lake and Buffalo 
Lake.  
An information meeting on the Gull Lake plan is taking place tomorrow (Saturday) at the 
Blindman Valley Agricultural Centre in Bentley from 2-5 p.m. with a presentation at 2:30 
p.m. 
A public hearing on the Buffalo Lake plan is scheduled for Aug. 14. 

 


