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Combinations of categories and numbers tell different things. That’s certainly the case for
Sylvan Lake in the recent “Canada’s Best Places to Live” rankings by MoneySense
magazine.
Included for the first time, Sylvan Lake ranked 139th out of 190 cities and towns with
populations over 10,000.
Sylvan Lake was one of five census agglomeration areas added this year. (Sylvan Lake’s
census agglomeration includes the summer village of Norglenwold and Jarvis Bay.)
However Sylvan Lake faired much better in two of three additional lists. The community was
ranked 36th on the list of Best Places For Jobs and 81st on the list of Best Places to Raise
Kids.
It’s worst ranking, 186th of 190 was on the list Best Places to Retire.
Of course, the old saying, it’s all in the numbers, is certainly evident when delving into the
annual survey.
Each of the communities was scored in more than 20 different categories. 
“We try to find quantitative measures of things that make each city and town livable,” stated
an article with the charts. “While it’s true that friendly neighbours and beautiful scenery add to
the appeal of a hometown, they are impossible to measure — and they’re highly personal.
We stick to hard data that apply to just about everyone. We look at climate, because most of
us don’t enjoy being deluged by rain or shivering uncontrollably for a good part of the year.
We consider culture, because plenty of things to do is a selling point for most people. And
we focus on practical things that indicate quality of life, such as income, affordability of
homes, whether sprawl is a problem, how easy it is to get around via public transit or bicycle.
Finally, we assess communities based on air quality, crime rates, employment, taxes, and
access to health care.”The report noted that Red Deer was “this year’s rising star” because it
vaulted to number nine up from 96th, thanks to lower unemployment and more moderate
population growth.
When ranking the Best Places to Live, the chart indicates the ability to walk or bike to work,
affordable housing, household income, discretionary income, new cars, population growth, low
crime, doctors per 1,000 people, weather, jobless rate and culture were considered.
In some of these sub-categories Sylvan Lake shone. It ranked number two across the
country in the discretionary income category, 21st in household income, 25th in jobless rate,
and 29th in weather. However it was 147th of 190 communities in ability to walk or bike to
work, the same ranking it got for new cars. In the affordable housing and culture categories
we placed 121st.
When looking at the chart for Best Places for Jobs, Sylvan Lake benefitted by its household
and discretionary incomes and jobless rate but ranked 154th in population growth because
we had a population increase of 19.2 per cent between 2006 and 2011 while the authors of
the study considered 7.9 per cent as ideal.
The Best Place to Raise Kids chart showed Sylvan Lake’s youth. We’re ranked third for
percentage of population 14 and under, fourth for students as percentage of population and
seventh for daycare per 1,000 residents. 
Categories under the Best Places to Retire chart included walk, bike to work, affordable
housing, taxes, population growth, health, crime, climate and sports, hospitals, universities.
To find out more, check the magazine’s website at www.moneysense.ca/bestplaces2012


